
Year 6: Survivor 

1. Key Vocabulary 
Survivor - a person who survives, especially a person remaining alive after an 
event in which others have died. 
Classification - (biology) the arrangement of animals and plants in taxonomic 
groups according to their observed similarities. 
Natural disaster - a natural event such as a flood, earthquake, or hurricane that 
causes great damage or loss of life. 
Extreme weather - a weather event that is significantly different from the average 
or usual weather pattern. 
Diet - the kinds of food that a person, animal, or community habitually eats. 
Climate - the weather conditions prevailing in an area in general or over a long 
period 
RMS Titanic - a British luxury passenger liner (ship) that sank on April 14–15, 
1912, during its maiden voyage, en route to New York City from Southampton, 
England. 
Biome - a large naturally occurring community of flora and fauna occupying a 
major habitat, e.g. forest or tundra. 
Vertebrate - an animal of a large group distinguished by the possession of a 
backbone or spinal column, including mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and 
fishes. 
Invertebrate - an animal lacking a backbone.  

3. Art/ DT 
In Summer 1, we’ll be revisiting the DT pro-

ject from our Route 66 topic as the children 

were not able to complete this from home. 

children will make models of new landmark 

buildings for Chicago that are illuminated/

have an alarm system using resistant materi-

als and electronics. 

In DT, children will be using ingredients at 

their disposal to create soup. However, if 

those ingredients are not available, children 

should practise their cooking and baking skills 

in order to link to the topic of survivor. What 

foods would ne the most nutrious and require 

the least ingredients if someone were to find 

themselves in a life or death situation.  

4. English 
We will be looking at adventure stories.  We will focus on the 
features of the genre and the hero’s journey.  We will look at a 
range of different examples through books, films, animations, 
comics and the world of gaming.  We will be writing our own non-
linear adventure stories. 

As survival experts, we will be writing explanation texts to guide 
others on how to survive in the wild. We will need to use clear, 
concise language and pull from our topic learning in order to 
produce a successful explanation text.‘ 

The Lost Words’ book will be the focus of our English learning 
towards the end of this term. We will use this text to explore 
types of poetry, for example, odes, kennings, alliteration po-
ems. As part of our SPaG learning, we will be revisiting some of 
the Year 6 grammatical and punctuation expectations that we 
learnt earlier this year. We will be focusing on fine tuning our use 
of tenses, the subjunctive and shifts in formality. 

2. Curriculum Knowledge 

 To identify areas where natural disasters have occurred and plot them on a timeline. 

 To determine why particular natural disasters occur in certain parts of the world. 

 To explain how various communities have adapted to extreme weathers. 

 To use secondary sources to learn about the work of a given scientist. 

 To classify animals/ plants and work scientifically by carrying out an investigation. 

 To write a letter. 

 To write an internal monologue. 

 To write a non-linear adventure story. 

 To write an explanation text. 

 To write a poem. 

 To create a recipe and explore a balanced diet. 

 To use coordinates and translation to survive a remote area. 

 To use reasoning skills via lines of enquiry. 

5. Maths 
Over the summer term, we will be applying our mathe-
matical knowledge in order to investigate, learn and 
solve a variety of mathematical concepts. As usual, 
where appropriate links will be made with our year 6 
topic, Survivors.  

We will be revisiting many areas of the Maths curriculum 
to consolidate our understanding ensuring that we are 
ready for moving on to KS3.  We will look at the four 
operation and the number system.  We will have a focus 
on fractions, percentages and  decimals. 

There will be opportunities for reasoning and problem 
solving, which will be provided through questioning. eg. 
‘true or false’, ‘how do you know?’ for example- 5% of 
£86 is more than 1/20 of £86 -prove it. We will continue to 
extend our ability to solve real life  problems involving percent-
ages eg. to decrease/increase an amount of money by 20% or to 
find the % of an amount.  

We will have a focus on ‘Possibilities’ and  the importance that 
Maths has across many areas of real life. 

6. Science 
For Science this term we will be studying living things and their 
habitats. We will begin by studying Carl Linnaeus who invented the 
classification system we use today. We will explore the need for 
naming and classifying a variety of living things and the impact the 
Linnaean system has had on biology.  

Our Science links to four characters we have met before, Mia, Josh, 
Erin and Rami who are stranded in the Scottish Highlands after their 
plane has crashed. It is here that they discover a variety of animals 
and plant life that they have never seen before. We will use both the 
Linnaean classification system and devise our own means of classi-
fication to name and classify these living things. We will have 
opportunities to use scientific vocabulary to describe and compare 
them closely. We will also develop classification keys to identify and 
name living things and test them out using plant life around us. 
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7. History/ Geography 

For History, children will use a range of 
sources including videos, images and written 
pieces to find out about explorers and stories 
of survival that have taken place within living 
memory. They’ll focus on the story of the Ti-
tanic and how survivors managed the ex-
treme conditions and what lessons were 
learnt from this disaster. 

Through their Geography lessons, the chil-
dren will research and learn about extreme 
weather hotspots and different climate zones 
around the world.  They will look at natural 
disasters such as volcanoes, earthquakes, 
tsunamis and hurricanes and consider the 
locations that these disasters tend to occur in 
and look into the significance of this. 

Pupils will be required to describe and un-

derstand key aspects of physical geogra-

phy, including: climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volca-

noes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

in order to understand how these disasters 

happen and how humans have built defenc-

es to lessen the impact of the natural world 
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